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The playoff landscape is starting to take shape.

The Los Angeles Angels have the advantage of setting up their rotation and resting key players before the start of the
2nd season.

The Chicago Cubs now share a similar situation after clinching the division.

The Tampa Bay Rays have clinched a playoff spot, but have not wrapped up the division title. They lead Boston by 1.5
games.

The Chicago White Sox and Los Angeles Dodgers are in the driver&rsquo;s seat for their respective playoff berths. It
would take a huge collapse for either not to make it in. If one of them were to fail to reach the postseason, it would be
the White Sox who could see their 2.5 game lead disappear if they are swept at Minnesota this week.

The Philadelphia Phillies hold a 1.5 game edge over the New York Mets. The Phillies are 9-1 over their last 10 games
while the Mets are just 4-6. Sound familiar?

If the Mets can&rsquo;t catch the Phillies, they are likely to capture the wild card spot. They lead the Milwaukee
Brewers by 1.5 games and the Brewers can&rsquo;t seem to string anything together this month. They are 5-15 in
September.

If Tampa Bay holds off the Red Sox, then Boston will take the American League wild card.
September is always a surprise as you see veterans get hot or maybe rookies get a call up and impress.

Adrian Gonzalez, Prince Fielder, Carlos Pena, Shin-Soo Choo, Jorge Cantu and David Ortiz all have at least 3
homeruns and 10 RBI this week. Only Ortiz carries a batting average under .368, but the stat of the week is Ryan
Garko&rsquo;s .833 batting average! Dan Haren, Kyle Davies, Ryan Dempster, Ted Lilly, Scott Lewis, Tony Pena, Brad
Ziegler and Daisuke Matsuzaka each picked up 2 wins this week. Joakim Soria and Brad Lidge closed out four games
apiece for their clubs.
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